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Dear Scholarship Committee, 

 
 
 

I have five qualities which define success in my life: act for the good of others, peak physical health, 

clarity of mind, healthy relationships, and an impactful career. Although all five are key to my happiness, 

the latter four are foundations on which the former can thrive. An MBA will give me the tools that I believe 

necessary to pursue this success at scale. 

 
 

So far, I have chosen to act for the good of others primarily through environmental and animal welfare 

organizations, such as at Second Chance Pet Adoptions where my outreach initiatives have more than 

doubled our revenue. More globally, my volunteer engagement strategy at Citizens' Climate Lobby tripled 

our local chapter's media outreach in 2020 to gain support for HR763: a national carbon tax. As a 

business student I realize the importance of quantifying results, but the numbers will not be what I 

remember in 20 years; the experience will. Here are a few that have fueled my passion. While taking a 

quick break at W.O.L.F Sanctuary in Colorado a resident, Arctic wolf Isabeau, laid in my lap and 

proceeded to lick my face. I look back on this moment as when I knew that I was making a difference in 

this animal's life. Another moment happened at the Orange County Bird of Prey Center when I got to 

release a rehabilitated Coopers Hawk that I had watched recover since coming to the organization three 

months earlier. I felt proud to have been able to be a part of its recovery and is to this day a well of 

inspiration and symbolism as I continue my path of environmental sustainability. 

 
 

While pursuing my peak physical health is a personal journey, the deepest impacts have been the lives I 

have touched along the way. I recently trained with my friend Jason to support him through a tough 



personal situation. The feeling I had as we jumped into the ocean after finishing his first Sk together is 

one I'll never forget. I am also an avid wilderness backpacker which helps me internalize the beauty and 

value of our natural world while building mental toughness. A 2020 trip to Santa Catalina Island tested my 

grit: 43 miles and 7,000 feet of combined elevation gain over three days. 

I practice clarity of mind through Vipassana meditation and reading philosophy.  Meditation has given me 

the mental space needed to purposefully and authentically pursue my long-term goals. Philosophy, 

specifically Stoicism and Buddhism, provides ideals to strive for and cogently argues for living a life 

dedicated to reason and committed to others. These ideas consistently encourage me to live in harmony 

with nature and act for the common good; a true north. 

 
 

I am pursuing an MBA to expand my problem-solving skillset and transition my career to either the 

sustainability practice of a management consulting firm or a niche consulting firm such as Business for 

Social Responsibility. My interest in sustainability was first piqued as a child watching my grandparents 

manage their ranch, where cultivating a healthy balance between humans, animals, and the land was 

key to survival. Then as a sole proprietor at California Aqua Scapes I was able to help clients reduce their 

ecological footprint by replacing pumps with variable-speed, energy-saving versions and reducing water 

waste by utilizing a self-designed mobile filter. 

 
 

I have purposefully and intentionally pursued my core values and goals and will continue to do so, with 

greater scale and focus, with the help of the distinctive advantages of an MBA. At Cornell Johnson I will 

be excited to gain practical sustainability expertise in the Sustainable Global Enterprise immersion, their 

keystone sustainability curriculum, adding another layer of confidence and sense of purpose as I move 

into my next professional role and beyond. What connect my pursuits are personal growth and courage 

to help others and that is, beneath it all, who I am and why I am pursuing an MBA. 


